Course Title: Digital Photography


Teacher Contact Information: 

Course Number: V408271



Kent Miller, Visual Art Teacher
Course Area: Visual Art




Johnson High School 

Course Length: 1 Semester



1349 Arcade Street, Saint Paul, MN 55106
Room: 0201






651-293-8890 ext. 43691

Prerequisite: None





kent.miller@spps.org
Grade: 10-12 High School
Course Description: Students will use digital photography and computer software to study the formal components of design and visual communication. This course will include the study of the photographic images, image production, computer software, and the use of a digital camera. Understanding the commutative qualities of the elements and principles of art and design will also be emphasized in this course. A heavy emphasis on artistic composition as well as presentation of projects will also be a key component of this course.

Course Objectives: 

Create art to express ideas. Create their own photographic images and be able to understand the images as a visual language. Learn to take risks in order to express your ideas. Learn how to work persistently until you achieve at a level of success. Develop personal creativity. Understand the depth and sophistication of creating art. (Photography) Become familiar with the elements and principles of design and understand how to apply them in creating a work of art. Participate in verbal and written critiques of artwork.  
Standards and Benchmarks: See attached sheet. Minnesota Department of Education Academic Standards in the Visual Arts Grades 9-12
Formative Assessment:  preliminary sketches, concept development, teacher observation and assessment, student self-assessment, descriptive feedback to and from students, quizzes, pre-assessment

Summative Assessment:  project scores, tests, presentation of project in class critique, self or peer assessment, written responses, use of rubrics, technical exams and technical demonstrations, class discussions, exhibits
Course Grading Chart by %

	Greater than 100% A+
	
	89%-87% = B+
	
	79%-77% = C+
	
	69%-68% = D+
	
	64% and 

	100%-96% = A
	
	86%-83% = B
	
	76%-73% = C
	
	67%-66% = D
	
	Below N

	95%-90% = A-
	
	82%-80% = B-
	
	72%-70% = C-
	
	65% = D-
	
	


Instructional Materials: Computers, Scanners, Digital Cameras, Industry Standard Computer Graphic Programs, Books: “Focus on Photography” by: Hermon Joyner and Kathleen Monaghan (2007) Davis Publications

Required Course Materials: 
Pencil or Pen: Have something to write with each day. 
Folder: To keep your papers for this class organized. 

Assignment Pages: The lesson packets and worksheets from this class.

Digital Camera: Must use this to take pictures for the assignments.

Cords and Memory Cards: Must have proper cords and data storage.
Lab Fee:



Pay by:____________
All classes offered in the Art Department charge a lab fee of $5.00 for each course. All students who do not pay the lab fee before the end of the quarter will receive an obligation form. If a student cannot afford to pay the lab fee, he/she can make arrangements with the instructor.

Attendance: The Art Department follows the attendance policy of Johnson High School.
Course Expectations: 

Students Will:

1. Arrive to class on time and attend each class period. 

Failure to arrive on time will result in the student serving a detention before or after school. 

2. Bring a pen or pencil, project lesson page, homework and digital camera to each class.

3. Participate actively in classroom discussions during critiques and lectures. 

4. Complete assignments and homework on time. 
5. Follow classroom rules. 
Classroom Rules:


-Be respectful of teacher, fellow students, and equipment


-Be on time to class if you are late you will receive a detention


-Be responsible the way you act shows a lot about who you are


-Be productive your effort will greatly affect the grade that you earn


-No electronics this rule includes cell phones, gaming devices, MP3 or iPods
6. Exhibit personal creativity.

7. Properly care for computers, digital cameras and other equipment in the room. 

8. Pay Lab Fee. $5.00
Teacher Will: 

1. Provide computer, scanner, graphic programs and other related materials.

2. Teach vocabulary, techniques, and studio habits.

3. Encourage student’s learning and creative thought.

4. Maintain a safe learning environment.

5. Hold students to a high level of academic rigor. 

Homework: There will be homework each night. Some times the homework will be taking photographs and other times it will be planning a project yet other times it may be writing intelligently about your own or others’ work. A strong commitment to homework and your internal positive motivation in completing the homework will aid in your success in this course. 
After School Studio Time: 

Digital Photography Room 0201

Thursday 2:00 pm to 2:30 pm
 & Friday 2:00 pm to 2:30 pm

Other studio times may be arranged by appointment.

Signatures: 

Please read the syllabus with your parent or guardian and sign it together. Turn in the signed syllabus to Mr. Miller to verify you have read and understand the course content and expectations. 

Student Name (Printed Clearly): ↓

Student Signature: ↓




___________________________________      ________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: ↓


Date: ↓
___________________________________      ________________________________________

