Slab Reliquary Project

Description: 
Students will create a slab container that is designed to hold or display an object with special, personal significance. Students will first choose an object. The object can be a family heirloom or memento of a special experience as long as it is appropriate for school. Once complete the object will be placed into the reliquary. 

Students will design the form and structure of the container to reflect the size, shape and significance of the object. The container can be a box, cabinet, triptych, pedestal, or modeled form. 
Students will then create a minimum of 3 clay stamps, creating patterns and imagery that are inspired by their chosen object. Students will use the stamps to make impressed designs in the slab surface before they begin constructing the form. 

Students will think about how objects are symbols of the values and beliefs of a family or culture.  Since reliquaries are traditionally religious or spiritual objects, students will be asked to make a reliquary that reflects their own beliefs and values. Students will describe the history, traditions, rituals or experiences that are tied to the object. Students will then think of ways to communicate their values and beliefs in their reliquary. 

Objectives:

-
Students will demonstrate the ability to create a slab container that responds to the size, shape, and 
surface of their chosen object.

-
Students will consider how materials, craftsmanship, and detail affect the feeling or impact of an object.

-
Students will demonstrate the ability to create a container that reflects the symbolic importance of their 
chosen object.

-
Students will demonstrate the ability to create and apply stamps to the surface with pattern or imagery 
that relates to the object they selected.

-
Students will demonstrate the ability to critique their Slab Reliquary Project.

Standards:

1. 
Know how to correctly use ceramic tools to create art.

2. 
Develop an original work of art that communicates a specific idea. 

3. 
Create an original work of art.

4. 
Be able to give and receive feedback on your work of art.

5. 
Understand idea of objects communicating values and beliefs of culture.

Reliquary Project Steps
1. Introduction of Reliquary Lesson
2. Vocabulary
3. Reliquary Examples

4. Demonstration Stamps

5. Demonstration Slab

6. Reliquary Project Research and Design

7. Create Stamps

8. Create Maquette

9. Create Paper Model

10. Roll out Slabs

11. Impress Stamps into Slabs

12. Construction of Reliquary

13. Add Color to Surface
14. Write Artist Statement

15. Critique Reliquary Project

Vocabulary/Tools/Techniques: 

Slab:







Slab Technique:

Stamp Technique:





Impress:

Surface:






Form:

Reliquary:






Triptych:

Pedestal:






Model (verb):

Memento:






Heirloom:

Spirituality:






Values:

