Beginning Ceramics
	Project Name: 6 Cylinders-6 Inches Tall
	Techniques: Wheel Pottery

	Class Workdays: 3-4
	Points Possible: 300 


	Due Dates: Wet work complete: ___________ Informal assessment: _____________


Objectives: Students will demonstrate the ability to correctly use the potter’s wheel to make 6 cylinders 6 inches tall. Students will also learn how to use informal assessments to their advantage.

Description: Students will create 6 cylinders 6 inches tall to establish base line knowledge of wheel techniques. Students will learn to center, open, compress, and pull up a wedged piece of clay. Students should realize that the cylindrical form is the basic form for all pottery. Once a basic understanding of creating a cylinder is known, then the student can learn other more complex techniques. This lesson is a technique lesson. Students should not expect a finished product from this lesson. What they should expect is to learn the basic wheel techniques.
Wheel Tips to Remember: Creating objects on the wheel takes many different skills. The different skills are divided into two groups. Group one is physical demands and group two is mental demands. Look at the chart below so you can better understand what is going to be asked of you when working on the pottery wheel.

	Physical Demands
	Mental Demands

	Balance: Student must be able to keep balance on seat.
	Patience: Students must be able to remain clam when frustrated.

	Kick: Student must be able to kick leg repeatly to keep wheel moving.
	Concentration: Students must be able to stay focused on the task and block out all other distractions. (Flow)

	Hands: Student must be able to work with hands to form the clay.
	Pause: Students know when to stop working and ask for help or self evaluate their progress.


Wheel Pottery Technique Steps: Use the space next to each word to write what it means and how it is done.
	1. Wedging:



	2. Centering:



	3. Opening Up:



	4. Draw Back:



	5. Compress Bottom:



	6. Compress Rim:



	7. Pulling Up:



	8. Final Forming:



	9. Trim:



	10. Cut:




Tools:
	Water Bucket
	Pick Tool
	Wood Rib Tool
	Cutter

	Small Sponge
	Metal Rib Tool
	Wood Trim Tool
	Big Clean Up Sponge


