Artist Statement:
Student Name: ____________________________________ Period: ________ Date: ____/____/_____

	Concepts: Describe, Analyze, Interpret, Evaluate

Guiding Questions:  

· How do I communicate my ideas visually and verbally?

· How can effectively communicate my intent through my artist statement?

· How does clarifying my visual artwork into written form benefit me?

Purpose: Writing about your art is a way to express yourself and explain your art.  You may discover something about you by reflecting on your artwork.




Background: Artists write statements to introduce and communicate the language component of their art. They are also written to promote the artist’s work and to explain how the work fits into the artist’s life work. Artist statements are introductions to the art; they do not tell people how to feel, act or interact with the art.

Directions: Reflect on your hard work.  Write a four-paragraph artist statement about your project. Read the steps below and refer to the rubric on the back to help you understand and receive clues as to how to make your artist statement the best it can be.  

At the top of the page: Label your work.

Artist: (You)

Title: of your piece: (create one if you don’t have one) 

Medium: (the material used to make the artwork)

Date: (the date you finished the work)
1. Describe:  Begin with a simple statement describing the work. Make the description clear and complete so the subject can be visualized.  Support that statement, telling the reader more about both what a viewer can see when they look at it, as well as your goals when creating it. 

a. Study your artwork as an outsider. Write down as many words or phrases as you can that describe what it looks like. Then use these words or phrases as part of your description paragraph.

2. Analyze:  Think about the choices you made as you created your project. Write down the parts you did on purpose and the parts that were “accidents.”  Explain the reasoning behind your artistic choices using the language of art to describe what you made.  Be objective.

a. Describe how you used the elements of art to create the principles of design.

b. How and why did you select materials, techniques, and/or themes? 

c. Explain your reason for creating your art this way (arrangement or composition). 

3. Interpret:  Explain the significance or meaning of this artwork.  Support your description with evidence from the artwork. Tell the reader a little more about what you feel when you look at your art.  

a. Where did your ideas come from?

b. What were you trying to express in your artwork?

c. What evidence of this expression can be seen in your artwork?

d. What does the imagery in your artwork represent or symbolize? 

4. Evaluate:  Focus on the learning and evaluate your work honestly, but kindly.  Evaluate the quality of the creativity, technical skill, and expression of your artwork.  

a. Do you feel the message of this artwork is successfully conveyed to the viewer? Why or Why not?

b. Judge the success of your artistic structure such as, composition, design, and/or technique.

c. What did you learn from this experience? 

Rubric: Artist Statement - Level 3
Student Name: ____________________________________ Period: ________ Date: ____/____/_____

	Concept: Describe, Analyze, Interpret, Evaluate

Guiding Questions:  

· How do I communicate my ideas visually and verbally?

· How can effectively communicate my intent through my artist statement?

· How does clarifying my visual artwork into written form benefit me?

Purpose: Writing about your art is a way to express yourself and explain your art.  You may discover something about you by reflecting on your artwork.




	Rubric Scale (4-1)
	4 Exemplar 
	3 Proficient
	2 Novice
	1 Emerging

	Definition 
	Worthy of being copied, a model
	Accuracy and correctness
	Beginner level of understanding
	Working towards correctness


	CATEGORY 
	      Exemplar
	       Proficient
	         Novice
	         Emerging

	Description 
(Paragraph 1)


	Makes a complete and detailed description of the project in the artist statement.


	Makes a detailed description of most of the project in the artist statement.
	Makes a detailed description of some of the project in the artist statement.
	Descriptions are not detailed or complete for the project in the artist statement.  



	Analysis 

(Paragraph 2)
	Accurately describes several dominant principles through the elements.  Student also explains how the elements and principles are used. 


	Accurately describes a couple dominant principles through the elements. Student also explains how the elements and principles are used. 
	Describes a dominant principle through the elements, and/or has difficulty explaining how the elements and principles are used.


	Has trouble picking out the dominant elements and principles. 



	Interpretation

(Paragraph 3) 
	Explains clear significance or meaning and is able to support this with evidence from the work. 
	Explains vague significance or meaning and is supported partially by evidence from the work. 


	Student identifies the literal meaning of the work. 


	Student finds it difficult to interpret the meaning of the work. 

	Evaluation 

(Paragraph 4)
	Uses multiple criteria to evaluate the artwork, such as composition, expression, creativity, design, communication of ideas.


	Uses 1-2 criteria to evaluate the artwork. 


	Tries to use criteria to evaluate artwork, but does not apply the criteria accurately. 


	Evaluates work as good or bad based on personal taste. No formal criteria mentioned. 

	Style and Language
	Final document free of grammatical errors or language mistakes.
	Final document has a few grammatical errors or language mistakes. Minor typos. 
	Final document has grammatical and language errors that are distracting and confusing to the message. Some typos.
	Final document has grammar errors that are numerous and the language used is unclear and distracting.




